
Writing a Topic Sentence Activity 
 
Read about writing topic sentences. (Page 2) 
 
Look at a photo of the ocean, listen to crashing waves, and read a few 
thoughts about relaxing things that one can do at the ocean. (Page 3) 
 
Write a paragraph about being around water in the summer. Use what 
you read about topic sentences to write your paragraph’s topic 
sentence. (Page 4) 





A Day at the Ocean 
 

 
 
Click HERE to hear some crashing waves. 
 
Spend a day at the ocean or at a lake 
Dig your toes into the sand. Build a sandcastle or two. Run down the 
beach, feel the wind in your hair. Notice how the soft summer breeze 
feels against your face. Sit on the water's edge where the sand just 
begins to get wet and dig a hole with your hands until you reach water. 
Do you remember doing that when you were younger? Walk along the 
beach with your feet in the water, splashing as you go. Collect 
seashells, look for sand dollars and sea urchins. Inhale deeply, letting 
the fresh air vitalize you. How do you feel? Do you feel refreshed? Do 
you feel tranquil? 
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Activity: Write a paragraph about an occasion when you spent time 
near water in the summer. Please give as much detail as you can. Paint a 
vivid picture with the words you choose. Use the 5 Ws (who, what, 
where, when, and why) and include supporting details, such as  
 

• What/who did you see around you? What did you hear? 
• What did you smell? Were the smells pleasant or unpleasant? 
• What did the sky/sun look like? Was it blue or grey? Were 

there clouds? Did the clouds have interesting shapes? Did the 
weather change while you were there? How did it change? 

• How did the sights, sounds, and smells make you feel? 
• Why did you go there? How did you get there? How long did 

you stay? Do you want to return? 
 
Begin your paragraph by writing a descriptive topic sentence that gives 
the reader a clue to what you will be saying in your story. 
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